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SECTION XIII 

CONGRESS & THE UFOs 

Copies or this report have been sent to all Members or 
Congress. If you agre e that the UFO subjec t ought to be 
probed by Congress, letters to your own Congressman or 
senators would help to bring about action . We also invite the 
support and encouragement of individual Members of Congress, 
and will cooperate fully in any reasonable investigation which 
they deem appropriate. 

It is our firm conviction that the Congress is the l ogical 
place for the UFO problem to be ironed out. Ou r effort s 
to deal directly with the Air Force, to r esol ve the issue without 
sensational publicity, have been rebuffed . Still, we believe the 
matter can be settled in an unsensational manner without making 
the Air Force a scapegoat. Air Force errors and misinforma­
tion on the UFO subject should be corrected (as should any 
NlCAP errors ), so that the public can be reliably informed. 
Beyond that, the Air Force has a serious mission to perform 
and NICAP has no desire to criticize . 

UFOs, we believe , are a matter for scientific inquiry . The 
Air Force, through intelligence procedures, has concluded UFOs 
r epresent no danger or threat to the national security . Ther e­
for e, ther e is no r eason why the scientific community should 
not have complete access to U FO data and be encouraged to 
study the problem from the scientific standpoint. The fact that 
NICAP (including a large number of scientists and engineers) 
disagr ees with the Air Force about the nature of UFOs should 
not be construed as an " attack " on the Air Force. Only 
dispassionate scientific investigation can settle the dispute about 
the significance of UFOs. 

NlCAP ' s cr iticisms of the Air For ce are directed only at 
its specific policies on the UFO subject; particularly its dog­
matic and " authoritative" appr oach to the subject, and seeming 
resentm ent of legitimate r equests for more detailed data which 
would allow independent study of the phenomenon. 

Soon after NICAP was fo rmed i n l ate 1956, one of the main 
goals established was to press for Congressional hea rings as a 
step toward bringing scientific attention to UFOs. Hearings , i t 
l'aS felt, would clari fy the problem and bring out information 
.!lout the scope and seriousness of the phenomenon. Hoaxter s 
WOUld be exposed, and se r ious fact separated from misinformation. 
Then it would be possible for scientists and other s to l end thei r 
llkills to a thorough investigation , without fear of ridicule. An 
!qUaliy important r esult would be a more r egular flow of r eliable 
lll!ormation to the public. 

At hrst, there was only scattered inter est in UFOs among Mem­
Ltr5 or Cong r ess. As NICAP began to publi s h solid information, 
lt-nd.1ng occasional reports to Congress, inter est picked up. NICA P 
lietnbers also began to write their Senators and Congr essmen 
"tlllg them to look into the subject. In June 1960, N !CAP sent 
'COn!1denttal r eport to Members of Congress out'ining the ac­
~Ulated evidence. Congressional Interest r eached a peak in 
t~ 1. when the House Committee on Science & A stronautics 

to look into the matter . 
Senous discussion of UFO hearings continued until, late i n the 

ltir, Chairman Overton Brooks died . About the sa m e t ime, 
ltAP had nt:arly exhausted Its f1nanc1al resources (always 

l, and was forced to send an emergency appea l to its members. 
\ r1:spons1: was eY.cellent, but 1t wa s too la te to allow effective 
't lo continue the drtvf: for hearrngs. 
: •llllsundtrtstand1ng with the Cha1rmanoflheU F'OSubcomm1 tt e 
""Congrt!is1onal protocol, al the peak of 1nterest, al !io wa s a 

::;,Ck . 1-! owev r, thi: m1sunderstand1ng was c l ea red up and the 
. mm1ttee Chairman was w1l1lng to proceeLI with h ar1ngs, 
.::;roved by th new pari:nl comm1ttee Cha irman . The new 

Comm1ttee Chairman oppo!ied UFO hear ing s. 
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T hen In answer to l etters about UFOs, the House Science & 
Astron~ullcs Committee began stating that the subject was not In 
their Jurisdiction, referring Inquir ies to the House Armed 
Services Committee. The Chairman of that Committee also 
opposed UFO hearings. 

Since early 1962, neither Committee has taken any action on 
UFOs . However, interest has been shown by Individual Members 
of Congr ess, Including an Increasing number of Senators. The 
problem has been to find an appropriate Committee Chairman who 
is willing to undertake an Investigation. At the present time, It 
appears that the Senate Committees on Space and Armed Services 
offer the best chance, although Interest could also be revived In 
the House Committee . 

Chronological List of Statements 

by Members of Congress 
(From l etters to NlCAP members ; copies on file at NICAP) 

1957 
Senator Barry Goldwater (R . Ariz.) - August 31 , 1957 

" I am an Air Force Reserve Officer and have been one for the 
past 27 years and, consequently, I am, indeed, interested in un­
identified flying objects. I, frankly, feel that there is a great deal 
to this and I have discussed it often with many Air Force Of­
ficers . 

1958 
Congr essman William H. A y r es (R . Ohio) - January 28, 1958 

" Congressional investigations have been held and are still be­
ing held on the problem of unidentified flying objects and the 
problem is one in which there is quite a bit of i nterest . .. Since 
most of the material presented to the Committees is classified, 
the hearings are never printed. When conclusions are reached 
they will be r eleased if possible . .. " 

Congressman Ral ph J. Scott (D. N .C .) - March 13, 1958 
'' I quite agree with you that the general public should be allowed 

information thus far known about Flying Objects except, of course, 
in the case wher e they might becom e unduly alarmed or panicked 
by such a revelation . . .you can readily understand and appreciate 
the seriousness of such a r eaction . If this information could be 
presented to the Ameri ca n public in such a way as to appeal to 
r eason and not to emotion, I think it would be a good thing . 

Senator George Smathers (D. Fla .) - June 26, 1958 
' 'The subject o f fl yi ng saucers is one in which we all share a 

great interest. No l egis lati on is pending in the Congress at the 
present time to r equire that information on the subject be made 
public, but you may be sure that your i nterest In the matter will 
have my attention should It come befo re the Senate ... " 

Congressman Thomas Ludlow A shley (D . Ohio) - July 14 , 1958 
" I have made a number of inquiries of the Air Force relative 

to its ac t ivities in connec tion wi th these unidentified flying objects, 
but have i nva r iabl y received comment that evidence to d te Is too 
inconclusive to sustain any theory but that these objects are 
' hoaxes, ha lluc ina l1ons , or normal meteorol ogic 1 manifestations.' 
I sha r e your concern ov r the sec r ecy that continues to shroud 
our 1nlellige11ce ac livlti s on thi s subject, , nd I am In complete 
agreem nt with you th l our gr eates t nat 1ona l need at this time is 
tlie d1:;!l min lion or accurnl 1nforma t1on upon whic h r espons ible 
publi c pinion ca n be formulated ... " 
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1959 
From " Senat Cloakroom" N wslettcr of S nator J . GI nn 
Beall (R . Md .) - March 23, 1959 

" Hello, Outer Space ' Who' s There? -- Dellnt tc, serious steps 
are being made by the Space agency l eading to the sending o( a 
rocket to Venus, one of our close ltttl family o( planets, 'cluster­
ed' about ou r sun (which Is but one oC millions or such suns, 
which we call ' stars') . We ' ll get to Venus. Nevertheless , there 
are those who dismiss the Idea oC ' flying saucers' Crom other 
planets as preposterous. Isn't It stupid - - and conceited -- (or 
us human beings to think no one else In the univer se ts as tntel ­
ltgent as we a re? 

" A famous physicist, when asked iC it wer e possible for the 
planet Earth to be destroyed by nuclear power, answered: ' Yes , 
It theoretica lly could happen, but It isn' t as If the Earth were one 
or the major planets.'" 

Senator Stuart Symington (D. Mo.) - April 17, 1959 
" T her e Is little doubt that the American public has sound 

reason for being confused a.bout the existence and nature of these 
phenomena . While I am not in a position to comment on any 
particula r report, I am certain it would be in the interest of 
public understanding if a current and objective evaluation of this 
situation were issued. 

" T her e are undoubtedly some objects observed directly or on 
radarscopes which are not subject to positive analysis. However, 
tbe public should be given all information which would not ad­
ve rsely a1fect our national security . " 

Congressman Dante B. Fascell (D. Fla.) - May 12, 1959 
" There are many areas where unrealistic policy keeps vital 

m!orrnat1on from the American people ... Certainly, accurate in­
formation conce rning so-called unidentified flying objects, within 
the proper bounds of ational Security, should be made available 
unmed.iately to the American people ... " 

Congressman George P. Miller (D . Calif.) - May 15, 1959 
" I am conce rned, as are most Americans, with unidentified 

fl ying objects. Surely the public should be kept informed about 
them. On the othe r hand, nothing should be done to create fear 
m the mmds of the public ifa reasonable explanation can be made. 
T here may be cases where so-called unidentified flying objects 
are part of our scientific r esearch in the problem of outer 
space and missile development. This could not rightfully be dis­
closed o the publtc because it would immediately tip our hand 
to our enemy ... " 

Cong r essman Walter H. Moeller (D. Ohio) - May 15, 1959 
" I cannot help but feel that there may be some justification 

betu.nd some of the UFO reports. I also feel that if there is any 
uuorrnatlon available within the Government which has not been 
released to the American public it should be made known. I have 
every con ftdence that the American people would be ab l e to 
taJu, such informauon without hyster ia . The fea r of the unknown 
I.S alw.ys g r t:ate r than fear of the known .. .' ' 

Senator George Smathers (D. Fla.) - May 19, 1959 
" I bave not.{:d your com ments and the articl es you marked with 

specific reference to government 'sec r ecy' concerning UFOs ... 
I ouJ.d not oppose open hearings on this subject for I believe 
the public 1s t-nI1tled to kno w the !acts that can be divulged without 
v10lat1ng our natwnal securi ty . .. " 

Cong rt-ss man Wilham J . Handal! (D . Mo.) - Beptemb r I , 1959 
" Person.ally, I havt- always Ith th.at maybe th t: rt- wa s some 

substanc1: rn what 111 descnbtd as ' UFO' o r ·Umdtnt1f1 f:d Flying 
ObJ t-c ts.' I am not ct-rla1n what Cornmt ttee would ha vt proper 
1unsd1ct1on, but I must stress what d1tflculty wt have in ge lling 
10form ;,t1<,n evr::n on for r:-1gn military a id, on the thtory ll is 
strategic or constitutes cla1.1s1 fl td or l op s1:c r r:: t 1nformat1 on . .. " 
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1960 
Senator Thomas J . Dodd (D. Conn.)• February 27, 1960 

''Thank you tor your recent l etter concerning unidentified flying 
objects. This ls a matter which has always aroused my lnterut 
and curiosity." 

In a telecast March 14, Senator Dodd enlarged on hie etatement 
ln answer to a newsman's question: "UFOs have never been 
accu r ately explained. I th ink there ls as much reason to belleve 
th.at there Is something to them as there ls tor bellevlng that there 
ls not. There ls certainly reason for thinking we don't have all 
the facts and certainly the Senate committee dealing with Bpau 
should have all the facts." 

Congresswoman Gracie Pfost (D. Idaho) • March 25 , 1960 
". . . regarding flying objects. I am Interested in thlB subject 

also, and you wlll want to know that after conversing with the Air 
Force Department I am not completely satisfied with the Infor­
mation they gave me .. . " 

Congressman J. Carlton Loser (D . Tenn.) • April 8, 1960 
" . .. relative to the present policy of the Air Force in handling 

the problem of unidentified flying objects ... I am in Cull accord 
with what you say about the necessity for Cull disclosure of per­
tinent information to be made our people on any subject of such 
nation.al importance. . .'' 

Congresswoman Florence P. Dwyer (R. N.J.) - April 26, 1960 
" I am not one of those who arbitrarily dismiss ' flying saucers' 

as figments of the imagination. I take tbem seriously, and I 
certainly would have no objections to a careful and reasonable 
investigation of this phenomenon. Too many intelligent and thor­
oughly responsible people, who have been in positions to observe 
such unidentified foreign objects, have testified to their conviction 
th.at such objects exist for me or anyone else to deny tbe validity 
of their observations. Under careful supervision, and witb the 
proper safeguards, I would think that a Congressional investigation 
would be a worthwhile undertaking .. . " 

June 1960: NICAP began sending a summary of its evidence to 
Members of Congress . 

Congressman Joseph E. Karth (D. Minn.) - August 24, 1960 
" As a member of the House Committee on Science and Astro­

nautics, I, of course, have had contact with high Air Force of­
ficers and have had opportunity to hear their comments on and off 
the record on the subject of unidentified flying objects. Despite 
being confronted with seemingly unimpeachable evidence that such 
phenomena exist, these officers give little credence to the many 
reports on the matter. When pressed on specific details the 
experts refuse to answer on grounds that they are involved in the 
nation's security and cannot be discussed publicly ... I will con­
tinue to seek a definite answer to this most important question." 

Congressman Edgar W. Hiestand (R . Calif.) - September 19, 1960 
(to Secretary of Air Force) 

" I am wondering if we ought now reexamine owr policy with 
r egard to Unidentified Flying Objects . Won't you kindly suggest 
to your associat es that the matter be considered? I am appre• 
henstve that right now, in the middle ota campaign, some concret 
and well - documented incident may occur, and a sensational reve• 
talion could really hurt. Atter all, although the UFOs are unkJIOWII t 
devices, there seems to be enough evidence vatl ble to convince 

1 that they are real rather than imaginary . Therefore what hl\rlll 
could complete frankness do? ... " 

Congressman John V . Lindsay (R . N.Y .) - Octob r 25, t960 
" .. . with r gard to suppressmg ln('lrm tlon covering sightinlt5 

of ·unid ntlfled fiying obj cts ... such matters are of vital im­
portance ... the s cunty oC the Untied States does not alwaY• 
demand total s crecy In the ga thering of tn!ormatton vital to our 
n eds. Th Am rican p opl e r e fully capable oC under standlnC 
th nature of these problems ... " 
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Congressman John W. McCormack (D . Mass .) - November 4, 
I 960 !See photostat) 

Congn«« of tt.,r lfnfttb &tatt« _,, ... __ 
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Senator Alan Bible (D. N ev .) - December 6, 1960 
" D ea r Major K eyhoe: Thank you for sending on to me the 

Confidential Report on Unidentified Flying Objects . 
" I found this Report to be ve r y interesting and I certainly do 

appreciate your thoughtfulness in making it availabl e to m e." 

1961 

Senator Wallace F. Bennett (R. Utah) - F ebruary 16 , 1961 
" Dear Major Keyhoe: Thank you for your l ette r of F ebruary 

12, conce rning unidentified flying objects. 

" Certainly, this is an ar ea which deser ves our careful study 
and I hope that the Air For ce will not keep any essential facts 
from the public. " 

The Lale Senator Estes Kefauver (D. T enn .) - March 30, 1961 
" Uncertainly over UFOs certainly exists and I think it is wise 

l o keep an open mind about them. I occasionally hear from 
Major K eyhoe who is with the National Investigations Committ ee 
on Aerial Phenomena her e in Washington, and while I am not 
able to evaluate the Committee's work , I think it should be 
continued . . . " 

Cong r essman Dani el B . Brewster (D . Md.) - April 21, 196 1 
" The Air Force has consistently said, after extensive inves­

llgations, that it can find no information lo support the contention 
of some that Unidentifi ed Flying Obj ect s are under intelligent 
control. . .In this connection , the Air Force has al so said that 
1t has no classified information whi ch would show or tend to show 
such 111telhgent control. In my judgment, this is the sali en; 
point to be remembered in connection with any allegations that 
cl ass 1f1 ed information, wh i ch is pertinent l o the point under 
cons1derat1on, i s be111g suppr ssed . n epeat ed inquiries and other 
effort s by the Commi ttee failed to disclose any deroga tory in­
for mat 10n on thi s po int . Under all prevai ling c ircumstances, 1t 
1s my current Judgment that the Commi tt ee should not unde rtake 
a Congr essional 1nv st1 ga 11 on o f Un1dent1f1ed F'ly1ng ObJ c ts. 

Congressman Horac e n . Ko rnega y (D . N .C .) - May 3, 190 1 
" I had a very interesting conferen e with Ma jor K eyhoe 

INICAP Direc to r ), and I am conllnu111g lo urg the Ma1o r1ly 
L eade r, Mr . McCormack, and the Comnutlee Chairman Mr 
Overton Brooks , l o hold hea rings l o bring ;,II data and new i°nfor~ 
rnat1on up to date r el ative to Un1dent1f1 d Flying ObJ ects ." 

Senator Harry F . Byrd (D . Va.) - May 9, 1961 
" As you know , I am a member of the Senate Armed Serv: 

Committee, and this Committee is frequently briefed on 
subject matter of your communication. Access to U.F.O . r 
is necessa rily restricted ... " 

Congressman Perkins Bass (R . N .H .) - May 17, 1961 
" I have just been put on a small 3-man subcommittee of 

House Space Committee to investigate this UFO situation. 
will hea r various witnesses from the Air Force, NASA, and ol 
Defense Department officials, but these will probably not 
public hearings ... and would appreciate your sending me al 
any particular points or questions I might ask or these Dere 
Departm ent officials which might throw more light on the ma· 
and answer some or the questions in your own mind . . 

June: News stories began to appear stating that the House Cc 
mi ttee on Science & Astronautics was considering holding heari 
on UFOs. 

Waterbury (Conn.) Republican , June 20: Bulkley Griffin, 
porting from Wa hington , said the House Space Committee we 
conduct hearings, "according to present plans of Chair, 
Overton Brooks . He is des ignating a subcommittee to hear ~ 
nesses. Rep. Joseph E. Karth, (D.Minn.), will head the subcc 
mittee it is s tated . .. The ques tion whe ther all the subcommi 
essions wi ll be secret or whether some will be public , has 

been finally decided." 
In their co lumn June 26, Robert S. Allen and Paul Scott 

ported: " Th e Unidentified Fly ing Objects, that have been m. 
terious ly appeari ng over the U. S. for years, are going to be 
ves tigated by the House Space Committee. " 

July 3, Newsweek , in its "Periscope" column, reported th, 
three- man House subcommittee would soon start a UFO pro 
beg-inning with Air Force reports. 

(By August 6, Bulkley Griffin reported a hitch in the inve, 
ga tion. In a story headli ned "Flying Object Probe Out This S 
sion," the Waterbury Republican said no investigation would 
held. " The Air Force is understood to have succeeded in block 
it . . . (R ep.) Karth has declared he won't serve unless some p-. 
l ie hearings are permitted and (Chairman) Brooks has alw, 
been against public hearings. It is believed, however, that 
A ir Force. as usual, has been urging against any UFO heari, 
at all .•~ 

Congressman Thomas N . Downing (D. Va .) - August 4, H 
" The Bureau manager of Newsweek informs me that his in!c 

malion indicates that an investigation of the UFO phenomenon 
being conlempiated by the Science and Astronautics Committ, 
The information that I was provided indicates that Congressrn 
Joseph E. Karth of Minnesota may serve as Chairman oft 
three-man Subcommittee ... " 

Senator Leverett Saltonstall (R. Mass.) - August 18, 19 
" I can assure you that Congressional hearings have been h, 

on UFOs, and the responsible committees continue to recei 
up-lo-date reports." 

Congressman Dominick V . Daniels (D . N .J . ) - September 12, 19 
" I have discussed your letter with Congressman Karth an, 

understand that attention will be focused on the UFO probll 
during the next Congr essional session. Presumably many or t 
issues which you raise will be investigated al that lime . 

Congressman Joseph E . Karth (D. Minn.) - September 19, 19 
(To Major K ey hoe, after misunderstanding about Congression 
protocol was cleared up .) 

" Now that we bette r understand each other, I would hope , 
could properly proceed with a hea ring earl y next year - providi 
the new chairman authorizes hearings." 

Congr essman Joseph E . Karth (D . Minn .) - October 3, 19, 
"C hairman Brooks with whom I had the agreement to condu 

hear 111gs, as you know, has passed away. Whal the new Chairm 
will decide , I do not yet know . Sorry 1 cannot answer your que, 
li on, as to whether or not hearings r elative to unidentified fiyi 
objec ts will de finit el y be held, ,n a pos itive mann er at this lime .. 

Cong r ss m::in Bruce Alger (n . T ex .) - November 28, 191 
• • 1 have studied some o f Major K eyhoe's works and have di, 

cussed ll11 s matt er with a number of people in my offi ce 
Wa slun~ton . Certa 111ly, l will not dismiss the questions whi< 
have bee n unanswe r ed, but I am afraid we will have little succe, 



in gett ing more in formation from the militar y se rvi ces . This 
does not mean that I wil l stop trying . .. " 

Congressman Charl es A . Mosher (R . Ohio) - Decembe r 18, 1961 
·• We ar e advi sed by Mr. Kar t h' s secretar y tha t no action i s 

scheduled as yet conce rning hearings by a UFO subcom mittee. 
Mr . Karth was named chai r man to such a subcommittee by the 
l ate Congr essman Ove rton Brook s . .. The dec is ion to create such 
a committee ... now r est s wi th the new chairman . . . Congr essman 
Geor ge Miller. " 

1962 

AUGUST 6, 1961 Wat~rbury (Cotv1)Re.publica~ 

!Flying-Object. 
Probe Out 
.This Session 
I 

mitted and Brooks has always 
been against public hearing3. 

It is believed howev·.?r that' 
the Alt- Force, as usual, has 
b~en urging against any UFO 
hearings at all . The · Air Force 
i s the sole official investigator 
and reporter on UFO sig!Hinf'.3 . 
Its repealed story is that all 
the sightings can -be explained 
away as familiar objects mis-By BULKLEY GRIFFIN 

W ASHINGTON, D . C. - o identified. 

House ro vestigation of the Un­
identi fied Flying Ob j e c t s 
(UFOs) will be held this ses-

1 sion . The Air Force Is under-
: st ood to have succeeded in 
block ing it. 

, U . S. Rep. Jos-cph E . Karth, 
; D-Minn., chairman of the sub-­
I commit tee tha t was picked to 
probe the UFO situation, pre-
d icted that hearings will be 
hel d in the next session of CCYD­
gress, which starts next Janu­

! ary. Karth may get the backing 
I of House Leader John W. Mc-
Cormack , D-Mass., in this plan . 

' Meantime, Sen. Henry M . 
Jacks<i'n , D-Wash_., the former 
cha irman of the Democratic 
National Committee , ma y call 
sc-me wihi-~ses before the Sen­
ate Preparedness Subcommittee 
be fore the present session ends. 
T hese would be Government of­

,ficials and such • brief UFO 
hear j.ngs , if held , would be 
closed , said the senator. 

Chairman Overton Brooks 
D-La . of t he House Space Com­
m ittee, who selected the Karth 
subcommittee, gives various 
r easons for not wanting that 
body t o start action. Karth ha s 
.dec la r ed he w on ' t serve l!nless 
oome public hearings are per-

Despite the Air Force pres­
sure and prestige, men lilre 
House Leader McCormack, 
Adm. R . H. Hollenkoetter, for­
mer head of the Central Intel­
lige'Ilce Agency, a considerable 
number of veteran pilot:;, a few 
former Pentagon officials who 
were close to the UFO situation 
while in the Pentagon and oth­
er experts in the field of . the. 
atmosphere and its sights, all 
disagree with the Air Force. 

These person-s hold that cer­
tain of the sightings cc,nstitute 
something real and unknown, 
and demand investigation. Lead­
er McCormack, Adm. Hillen­
koetter and others believe the 
Air Force has been withhold­
ing some information. T h e 
move for congressional hear• 
ings will continue, it . is indicat­
ed at the Capitol,_ 

Congressman Hor ace fl. Kornegay (D . N.C. ) - Januar y 3, 1962 
· ' J am returning to you fl ying Sa uce r s: T op Sec r et [by Maj . 

Donald E . K yhoeJ along wi th my expr ess ion of gr atitude for your 
I nding 1t to me . I found It very interest ing. 

" I sha ll r •turn to Wa shington on J anua r y 8 and l ook fo rwa r d 
to confe rring with Mr . M1llPr , Chairman of the Space Comn11t tee , 
and otht-rs on that Comm1 tte ,n conn ct, on w1tl1 th m att er of 
hold111g ht-arings on un1dt·nt1f1c·d flying obJec· ts 111 acco rdance w1 l h 
our ea rll(• r t·onvt r sa u on 11<:rt· ,n Gr<:ensboro ... " 

Congr<•SS l!l.lll W M Abbitt (IJ Va .) - JJnuary 31, 1062 
" I am war y much 111:i1·c-1, rdw1 1l1you11,1•11 11m1·11 t i; and am hop ful 

that wt- ca n gl-l 111<· IU fO l11-;;ri11v1, :,t;,!lt·tl 111 1111• not too dIsta11t 
fu tur • . . . " 
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Congr essman w . Pat J ennings (D . Ya .) - February 1, 1962 
" The Air Force , i t seems, is taking the whole subject seriously, 

which i s i m portant at the mom ent because of the need to maintain 
our Nation 's defense i n an ever - r eady state. It would be helpful 
to hear mo r e of the backgr ound on these ob jects , and I shall 
await the action o f the Space Subcommittee with inter est . 

Congr essman Hugh J . Addonizio (D . N.J .) - Februa r y I , 1962 
' ' . .. conce rning the subjec t of UFOs .. . It Is a pl easure to 

cooper ate in the matter . I have expressed my deep per sonal 
interest in ea rly and open hea r i ngs to the Committee and I shall 
keep in touch with devel opments ... " 

Congr essman Geor ge P . Miller (D . Calif. ), Chai rman, Committee 
on Sci ence and Astronauti cs - February 2, 1962 

" I don' t intend at thi s tim e to conduct any hear ings on UFOs 
since that subjec t r eally is not a scientifi c, r esea r ch and develop­
ment , nor space r elat ed acti v ity. I should think that the subject 
matter of UFOs i s r eally i n the jurisdiction o f the Armed Servi ces 
Committee s ince the Air Force has been given the r espons ibility 
to investigat e all such unusual aer ial phenomena. . . " 

Congr essman Carl Vinson (D. Ga.), Chairman, Committee on 
Arm ed Services - February 7, 1962 

" While it r emains true that som e ae r ial phenom ena r emain 
unexplained, the great majority of the r eports which have been 
investigated have been subject to a valid scienti fi c explanation . 
As I have previously said, we have found no ev idence to substan­
tiate the allegation that such vehicles ar e under intelligent 
control. 

Charles F. Ducander , Executive Director & Chief Counsel, Com­
mittee on Science and Astronautics, House of Representatives -
March 27, 1962 

" At the present time, the Committee agenda does not include 
any investigations of UFOs. In addition, I must be candid and tell 
you that the Chairman has no plans for scheduling this type of 
investigation in the foreseeable future." 

Congressman Odin Langen (R . Minn.) - July 5, 1962 
" It would be my hope and desire that facts in this instance 

[UFOs ] may be brought out at an early date so the controversy 
may be c l eared up . . . " 

Congressman John 8 . Anderson (R. Ill.) - July 12, 1962 
" I would certainly have no objection to an investigation of 

AF-UFO pol icies . .. " 

Senator Jacob K. Javits (R . N .Y . ) - July 19, 1962 
" . . . regarding unidentified flying objects . Reports of investi­

gations made by the Department of the Air Force and National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration indicate ther e is no foun ­
dation to these allegations . .. " 

Congressman Harlan Hagen (D. Calif.) - July 20, 1962 
" I have r ead with interest your comments r ega rding uniden­

tified flying objects . This i s a subjec t which has been of inter est 
to me fo r some time and I am asking the Air For ce to furnish 
m e with its r eaction to your r emarks, and for a statem ent of its 
pos ition with r espect to the subjec t. . . " 

Senato r Kenneth 8 . K ea t i ng (R. N. Y . ) - July 23 . 1962 
" I do feel that mor e information should be avai l abl e to the 

gener al publi c on thi s matt er, and would favo r . o f cou r se, some 
S nato rial hea rings on UFO prob! m s ." 

Cong r essman Emilio Q . Daclcla rio (D . Conn .) - Septemb er 13, 1962 
" I would c r t:11nly be rn ter ested 1n any m forma t1on [on UFOs[ 

that c. n b developed by the Commi tt ee o r bv the sc 1ent1flc 
111 ves t1 gato r s." 

Senato r Thomas J . Dodd (D. onn .) - Septemb r 26, 1962 
·· J b ll eve that h arings woul d be a good way to hel p c lea r up 

l h d iffer ence,:; of op11u on that exi st with r espec1 to UFOs. Pe rhaps 
the Senat , Aer onau t i cal and Spare Sc iences omm 1t tee wi ll be 
.1b l c to co 11 duct he:1rings, o r a11other poss 1b1ll t y 1s the Senate 
P,· •pan•d11 ·ss Sub ·om111Itt ee ... " 
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In Septe mber , NICAP published an issue of the UFO In ves tiga ­
tor (m em ber ship publication) containing an outline 01ul preview of 
thi s report. Copies were sent to all Members of Congress. 
Sample r eac tions : 

c ongressman W. R. Poage (D . Tex.) - Septe mbe r 22, 1962 
" l have long been disturbed by these UFOs. I would be very 

much inte rested in seeing the accumulation of facts which you 
have asse mbled . .. " 

congressman E . C. Gathings (D. Ark .) - September 24, 19132 
" l shall be inte rested in seeing a copy of the report your 

Committee is preparing for Congressional distribution. 

Congressman F. Edward Hebert (D. La.) - September 24, 1962 
'' I sha ll certainly appreciate r ece iving a copy of your report 

when it becomes a vailable .. . " 

Congressman Thomas N. Downing (D. Va.) - September 24, 1962 
" Thank you for writing to enclose a copy of the " UFO Inves ­

tigator", and to a lso bring to my a ttention your plans to submit a 
r eport on your Committee ' s five-year investigation of Unidentifi ed 
Flying Objects . I very much appreciate your thoughtfulness . " 

Congressman Charles Raper Jonas (R. N .C .) - September 25, 1962 

Senator Gaylord Nelson (D. Wis .) - January 14, 1963 
" I sha r e your belief that the r e s hould be no unnecessary sec1 

surrounding the matter [of UFOs) and will do what I can to 
to it that r elevant fac ts a re brouP"ht out and made a vailabl 
the public." 

Congr essman J ohn F. Shelley (D . Calif.) - January 28, I 
" l s hare the concern of my colleagues in Congress about 

gravity of the UFO problem . . . my genuine desire to see posi 
action taken to lessen the danger caused by UFOs to alr tr: 
and our national security ." 

Senator Willia m Proxmire (D. Wis.) - January 31, 1963 
" The NlCAP report [outline] is a fine document which d 

much to substantiate the allegation made . You probably n< 
my remarks that 'The very fact that so many inexplicable Ir 
dents have occurred is r eason enough for a thorough investigatic 
1 am going to contact the DepartmentofDefense on this matter . 

Congressman Clark MacGregor (R. Minn.) - May 28, 1 
" I would certainly agree with Sena tor Keating that more inl, 

mation should be available to the public . I would favor Congre, 
ional hea rings [on UFOs ] which, of course, would require act 
by the Congressional majority leadership ... " 

Senator Birch Bayh (D. Ind.) - May 29, 1963 " If you ca r e to send me the 128-page report on your five -year 
investigation, I will be glad to have it ... " 

Senator Jacob K. Javits (R. N.Y . ) - Octobe r 25, 1962 

" I too am interested in these aerial phenomena. Some peoJ 
tend to discount UFOs, but I feel that any such unknown objec 

1~ ear investigation. . . " 

" I appr ecia te your views r egarding the aerial phenomena. 
As you know, the Depa rtm entofDefenseandNASA have r epeatedly 
denied the exi stence of such obje cts ." 

Congressman John E. Moss (D. Calif.) - Chairman, Gove rnment 
Information Subcommittee - December 19, 1962 

" The Subcommittee has no authority to go into the over-all 
question of unidentified flying objects, but other Congressional 
committees may well look into it." 

Congressman Richard H. Poff (R . Va .) - December 31, 1962 
" I am not satisfied that the Air Force has disclosed all the 

information which it has assembled, and I am hopeful that the 
Armed Forces Committee (of which I am not a member) will see / 
fi t to conduct an appropr iate investigation. " 

1963 
Senator Milward L. Simpson (R . Wyo .) - January 8, 1962 

" I have not yet been able to de termine that any Congressional 
Committee plans to hold hearings on the UFO problem, but some­
thing may develop after the 88th Congress convenes. I do know 
that the Senate Armed Services Committee plans early hearings 
on the enti r e defense posture and it is possible that the question 
of unidentified fly ing objects will be brought up during this inves­
tigation . . . " 
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Senator Vance Ha rtke (D. Ind .) - June 5, 1963 
" I agree .. . that a full explanation of the ' Flying Sauce1 

seems due .. . " 

Senator Kenneth B. Keating (R . N .Y . ) - June 28 , 1963 
" I want to assure you that as a high officer in the milita 

myself, I am not overawed or overimpressed by some oft 
conclusions reached by Air Force officers . As you know 
have no hesitancy in taking issue with other government agenci 
as to the dangers facing our country .. .I am sorry that the 
seems to be nothing which I can add to the UFO situation at tJ 
present time ." 

Congressman Glenn Cunningham (R . Nebr .) - August 8, 191 
" I think it quite possible that the Air Force is withholdir 

information about at least a certain number of these [sighting. 
because I have found that the military services in the past ha, 
sometimes acted in a secretive way in other matters when theri 
was really no justification for it. 

Senator Len B. Jordan (R . Idaho) - August 16, 1963 
" Since you are a member of NICAP, I would welcome any in 

for mation you might provide me which would improve my knowledg 
of this very mysterious phenomenon . .. " 


